
History
By the early 1840s, blackberry (Rubus fruticosus agg.) had been

deliberately introduced from Britain into NSW for its fruit and for

making hedgerows. Shortly after it escaped into the wild and by

the 1880s was recognised as a significant weed.

Distribution in NSW today
Blackberry is most prevalent in south-eastern NSW. 

Because of its genetic variability, the weed thrives in a wide

range of habitats, invading both grazing lands as well as 

natural ecosystems.
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Impact on the environment and agriculture
Blackberry forms dense thickets that exclude native species,

leading to its complete dominance of the understorey and

eventually the canopy. The thickets also impede access, alter

fire regimes and dominate the landscape.

Blackberries are spread mainly by birds and foxes and in

water, such as creeks.

Blackberry has been declared a noxious weed in NSW and is

also listed as a Weed of National Significance.

Management by NPWS
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), now

part of the Department of Environment and Conservation,

uses an integrated approach to control blackberries,

combining different control methods to achieve the best

results and minimise its impact on native plant species.

Many blackberry control programs are run in conjunction

with local communities and councils.

Control techniques
Biological control attempts to control weeds by introducing

the weed’s own natural enemies. Blackberry leaf-rust fungus

has been released as a biocontrol agent, but it is too early to

tell if it will have a significant impact on infestations. Because

blackberry is genetically variable, new strains of the rust are

also being trialled.

Herbicides are an effective tool for controlling blackberry 

and this is the most commonly used control method

throughout Australia.

Mechanical control methods include slashing, grubbing

(digging out by the roots), bulldozing and burning.

Pictured above: Blackberry fruit, flower and leaves at South Lawson, NSW.
Photo, J Hosking/DPI



Blackberry control to protect Sydney’s water supply
In the Warragamba Special Areas, including Blue Mountains,

Nattai and Kanangra-Boyd national parks, Yerranderie Nattai

State Conservation Area and Nattai State Recreation Area,

NPWS run a very important and successful blackberry control

program. In this area, blackberry infestations provide protection

for feral animals, such as pigs and rabbits, which can have an

impact on water quality in Lake Burragorang, the source of

Sydney’s water. By removing the blackberry, increased visibility

allows NPWS to undertake more effective pest control

programs and thus improve the water quality of the lake.

Blackberry removal in these areas has also allowed better

access to riverside tracks for bushwalkers and natural

regeneration of habitat for threatened species such as diamond

firetails and turquoise parrots. 

To protect Lake Burragorang, NPWS uses a combination of

control methods including vehicle-based control for accessible

areas, and horses and helicopters for the remote areas of the

catchment. Over a four year period, NPWS has treated more

than 100 kilometres of riparian areas and around 45 hectares of

surrounding bushland within the Warragamba Special Areas and

have succeeded in virtually eliminating blackberry along the

entire length of the Kowmung River within the reserve system.

Having now achieved primary knockdown of blackberry in

these areas, NPWS has moved into the maintenance phase of

the control program and are working with the Hawkesbury-

Nepean Catchment Management Authority and private

landholders to expand the control program to include areas

outside the reserve system.

Remote area control work in eastern NSW
In the Guy Fawkes River and Chaelundi national parks on the

North Coast, field staff use specially equipped quad bikes for

blackberry control work in remote areas. In 1997–98 major

blackberry infestations in these areas were mapped using

Global Information Systems (GIS) technology and found to

occur along 43 kilometres of the Guy Fawkes River and 15

kilometres of creek and river systems in the Chaelundi National

Park. A management strategy was put in place and an annual

control and monitoring program began. The success of this

program was highlighted following the Guy Fawkes River wild

fires in 2000–2001, when the previously treated, dead

blackberry was burnt with minimal re-shooting. Careful follow-

up work by NPWS staff ensured that many of the initially

treated areas were left free of blackberry, thus allowing the

control effort to be expanded into new areas. 

Specialised spot-spraying equipment has been mounted in the

NPWS helicopter and successfully trialled to control blackberry

in Towarri and Wollemi national parks in the Hunter Region.

This technique has achieved more than 90% control of

blackberries in treatment areas that are inaccessible by any

other means.

Blackberry control in Kosciuszko National Park
Blackberry infestations occur in parts of Kosciuszko National

Park. Over a number of years, NPWS has been tackling this

problem using a range of methods as part of an ongoing control

program to protect the natural, cultural and recreational values

of the park. For example, high priority control occurs to protect

the habitat of threatened species such as the northern

corroboree frog and various threatened wildflowers and

shrubs. Blackberries are also targeted along neighbouring

properties, areas where they impede recreational use of the

park and also to protect cultural heritage sites such as

Yarrangobilly Caves and Jounama Homestead. Additionally,

NPWS has financially assisted in:

• CSIRO trials of new strains of blackberry rust for biological

control.

• a study by Charles Sturt University into the ability of a

particular remote-sensing technique to map infestations of

weeds such as blackberry over broad areas in Kosciuszko

National Park.

SOME NPWS BLACKBERRY CONTROL PROGRAMS

For more information on weed management in NSW national parks, please visit our website at
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au or contact DEC's Environment Line on 1300 361 967, 
8.30 am to 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday. 

DEC 2005/646 ISBN 1 74137 761 7

December 2005  Printed on recycled paper

Published by: Department of Environment and Conservation NSW 
59–61 Goulburn Street PO Box A290 Sydney South 1232 
Ph: (02) 9995 5000 (switchboard) Ph: 131 555 (environment information and publications requests)
Ph: 1300 361 967 (national parks information and publications requests)
Fax: (02) 9995 5999 TTY: (02) 9211 4723 
Email: info@environment.nsw.gov.au Website: www.environment.nsw.gov.au



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


